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NUCLEAR ZERO LAWSUITS:  

UNKEPT PROMISES, UNMET OBLIGATIONS 
 
Forty-four years have passed since the Non-Proliferation Treaty  
entered into force, obligating its signatories in Article VI to  
“pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures  
relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date  
and to nuclear disarmament….” To date, there has  
been a disappointing lack of meaningful action taken by the  
nuclear-armed nations to fulfill these obligations. 
 
That is why on April 24, 2014, the Republic of the  
Marshall Islands filed the Nuclear Zero Lawsuits. These  
landmark lawsuits were filed against all nine nuclear weapon  
states in the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague and on the same day against the 
United States in U.S. Federal District Court in San Francisco.  
 
The Marshall Islands claims the five original nuclear weapon states – U.S., Russia, UK, France 
and China – have breached their legal obligations under the treaty. The lawsuits also contend that 
all nine nuclear-armed nations are violating customary international law. 
 
The Nuclear Zero Lawsuits detail the continuing breaches by nuclear-armed nations in 
modernizing their arsenals while failing to negotiate nuclear disarmament. These states 
collectively are projected to spend $1 trillion on their arsenals in the next decade. The Marshall 
Islands does not seek compensation with these lawsuits. Rather, it seeks declaratory and 
injunctive relief requiring the nine nuclear weapon states to comply with their obligations. 
 
Three of the nine states – the UK, India and Pakistan – have accepted the compulsory 
jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice when the opposing state has done so, as has the 
Marshall Islands. As to the other six states, the Marshall Islands is calling on them to accept the 
jurisdiction of the Court in this case and explain to the Court their positions regarding their 
nuclear disarmament obligations. 
 

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 
 
The Republic of the Marshall Islands is a small sovereign nation, among the smallest countries in 
the world. Having been a testing ground for 67 U.S. nuclear tests between 1946 and 1958, the 
Marshall Islanders have seen their land, sea and people poisoned by radiation. They have 
witnessed firsthand the horrible destruction caused by nuclear weapons and those who possess 
them. They are willing to stand up to the nine nuclear-armed nations and say, “Never again. We 
have seen the destructive impact of these horrific weapons and vow to do all we can so the world 
never sees such atrocities again.” 
 

 



IF NOT NOW, WHEN? 
 

Litigation filed in the women’s suffrage movement, as well as the civil rights movement, was 
instrumental in leading to unprecedented social and political change. The issue of nuclear 
disarmament must also be debated in a binding, public forum with a written record. Will the six 
nuclear-armed nations that have not committed to compulsory jurisdiction at the ICJ agree to the 
legitimacy of the case against them? If not, what does this say about their commitment to nuclear 
disarmament? 
 
The United States Constitution specifically provides that when the United States is a party to a 
treaty, that treaty is the supreme law of the land in the United States. Will the U.S. government 
tell the world in a public forum that its treaties are meaningless and unenforceable? 
 
The Nuclear Zero Lawsuits call upon the nuclear-armed nations to fulfill their collective legal 
and moral promise of nuclear disarmament. Zero is the only safe number of nuclear weapons on 
the planet. 

 

ABOUT THE NUCLEAR AGE PEACE FOUNDATION 
 
The Nuclear Age Peace Foundation is a consultant to the Marshall Islands on these lawsuits and 
has successfully obtained the support of many civil society organizations on this historic 
initiative. These organizations share the belief that the time for bold action is now. 
 

IN THIS BRIEFING PAPER 
 
Nine applications were filed at the International Court of Justice on April 24, 2014. In this 
Briefing Paper, we have included one of the nine ICJ applications – the one against the United 
Kingdom – as an example.  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
All nine applications, as well as the complaint filed against the United States in U.S. Federal 
District Court and information about the civil society campaign, can be read online at 
www.nuclearzero.org and www.wagingpeace.org.   

Nuclear Age Peace Foundation     --     wagingpeace@napf.org     --     +1 805 965 3443 


















































































