
 
 

The Symbolism of Sunflowers 
 
Sunflowers have become the symbol of a world free of nuclear weapons. 
This came about after an extraordinary celebration of Ukraine achieving 
the status of a nuclear weapon-free state. 
 
On June 1, 1996, Ukraine transferred to Russia for dismantlement the 
last of the 1,900 nuclear warheads it had inherited from the former Soviet 
Union. A few days later, the Defense Ministers of Ukraine, Russia and 
the United States met at a former nuclear missile base in Ukraine that 
once housed 80 nuclear missiles aimed at the United States. 
 
The three Defense Ministers planted sunflowers and scattered sunflower 
seeds. US Secretary of Defense William Perry said, “Sunflowers instead 
of missiles in the soil would ensure peace for future generations.” 
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We invite you to join us in working for a world free of nuclear 
weapons by taking three steps: 
 

1. Sign up to receive our monthly e-newsletter, The 
Sunflower, at www.wagingpeace.org/subscribe 

 

2. Join our Action Alert Network for opportunities to take 
action for a nuclear weapon-free world at 
www.wagingpeace.org/goto/action 

 

3. Become a peace leader in your own community – we make 
it easy to get started at www.beapeaceleader.org 

We invite you to join us in working for a world free of nuclear 
weapons by taking three steps: 
 

1. Sign up to receive our monthly e-newsletter, The 
Sunflower, at www.wagingpeace.org/subscribe 

 

2. Join our Action Alert Network for opportunities to take 
action for a nuclear weapon-free world at 
www.wagingpeace.org/goto/action 

 

3. Become a peace leader in your own community – we make 
it easy to get started at www.beapeaceleader.org 


