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WHEN THE BOMB BECAME OUR GOD

When the bomb became our god 
We loved it far too much, 
Worshipping no other gods before it.

We thought ourselves great 
And powerful, creators of worlds.

We turned toward infinity, 
Giving the bomb our very souls.

We looked to it for comfort, 
To its smooth metallic grace.

When the bomb became our god 
We lived in a constant state of war 
That we called peace.
 

Nuclear weapons have done enough damage. The tragedy that Hiroshima and Nagasaki had experienced 
must never happen to anyone anywhere ever again. In this book, David Krieger has combined reason, 
passion, and aesthetic skill to convey this fundamental message of the hibakusha. In a few carefully crafted, 
poetic pages, he presents facts and feelings that reaffirm a profound truth: the only constructive mission 
of nuclear weapons lies in their total abolition. Krieger has made a significant contribution to that end.
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throughout the United States, Europe and Asia on issues of peace, security, inter-national law, and the abolition of nuclear 
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Weapons (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2009).  He is the author of two collections of poetry: Today is Not a 
Good Day for War (Santa Barbara, CA: Capra Press, 2005) and The Doves Flew High (Santa Barbara, CA: Artamo Press, 2007).  
Dr. Krieger is a councilor on the World Future Council and an advisor to many groups working for peace in the Nuclear Age.  
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